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constant aim of putting his readers in possession of the real posi- 
tion of each writer referred to, and by the copiousness of refer- 
ence and quotation by which students are helped to form their 
own judgments. 

Mary Gilliland Husband. 
London. 

The Training of Teachers and Methods of Instruction; 
Selected papers by S. S. Laurie, Professor of Education in 
the University of Edinburgh. Cambridge University Press, 
1901. 

Professor Laurie has long been known as an independent 
thinker in philosophy, and, among teachers acquainted with Scot- 
tish education, he has been regarded as a safe guide in the ex- 
position of educational theory. He offers in these pages a selec- 
tion from volumes published in earlier days, "treating of sub- 
jects of permanent interest." About one-third of the space is oc- 
cupied with topics relating to the professional study of educa- 
tion, and this portion of the volume ought to be read with care 
in English universities and colleges just now, for the recent 
order in Privy Council will give a great stimulus to the whole 
movement for the higher training of teachers. Professor Laurie 
always handles his subject with sturdy common sense, combined 
with a lofty ideal of the function of the teacher and of the uni- 
versity, and his views have come now to be accepted by all, ex- 
cept the most reactionary of university tutors. 

Another series of papers deals with administrative prob- 
lems, — especially with those centering round the functions of 
various types of school, and here his contributions are a little 
out of date. Most of them were written before 1890, and he has 
added here and there a footnote, showing that many of the doc- 
trines he proclaims have been finally accepted by government. 
Hence this portion of his book has its special value as throwing 
light on the history of educational ideas in Great Britain since 
1870; incidentally they illustrate the service which Professor 
Laurie has rendered in the promotion of reform during the same 
period. Finally, we have three or four papers on special branches 
of instruction, History, Geography, Religious Teaching. Here 
we find the same firm hold of principles, based on a lofty con- 
ception of man's duty, together with a practical workmanlike 
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appreciation of the conditions under which the teacher performs 
his office. To the present writer, familiar rather with German 
than with Scottish "pedagogy," it is interesting to observe the 
many points in which Laurie's exposition agrees with the prin- 
ciples underlying the work of Herbart. Space will scarcely per- 
mit of any detailed criticism: we trust Professor Laurie has 
not yet laid aside his pen: some of his papers, such as the last, 
on "Authority in Relation to Discipline" offer a most suggestive 
outline on topics which merit fuller treatment. 

J. J. Findlay. 
Cardiff. 



Principles of Political Economy. By J. S. Nicholson, M. A., 
D. Sc. Vol. III. 

The publication of the third volume of Professor Nicholson's 
Principles of Political Economy is an occasion of interest to all 
economists. The present volume is also of interest to the student 
of ethics in so far as it deals with those subjects which are on 
the border line between the two sciences. 

From the point of view of the ethicist the most interesting part 
of the subject will be the early chapters of Book V, in which Dr. 
Nicholson examines certain "Economic Ideals." The point on 
which the author most insists would seem to be that life is some- 
thing much wider than the pursuit of wealth in any but the very 
broadest sense. Hence the insufficiency of mere economic hypo- 
thesis to explain social life, and the futility of seeking any one 
principle as the ideal of economic conduct. To enforce this point 
a brief examination is made of the two opposing principles of 
"minimum interference" and of "maximum utility." 

It is argued that Adam Smith himself was fully conscious that 
the principle of natural liberty must always be limited by that of 
natural justice. Dr. Nicholson himself appears to hold that 
natural liberty must be controlled by a principle of self-realiza- 
tion achieved in "the voluntary imitation of Christ." 

In the consideration of the opposite doctrine of "maximum 
utility," a deduction from the general system of utilitarianism, 
he questions Sidgwick's contention that individualism tends to 
increasing inequality of income and also that such inequality is 
condemned by "the common sense of mankind" (a phrase which 
we agree to be a "very respectable, but a very empty expression"). 



